
WOMEN IN SCIENTIFIC AND ENVIRONMENTAL PROFESSIONS SPEAKER SERIES

Dr. Arlene Blum 
Executive Director, 

Green Science Policy Institute, 
Berkeley, CA

Breaking Trail: 
Peaks, Public Health and Policy

Wednesday, October 21  n  4 – 5 p.m.  n  146 Baker Laboratory
SUNY-ESF Campus  n  Syracuse, NY

Sponsored by:  SUNY–ESF  n  ESF Women’s Caucus  n  SU’s Women in Science and Engineering
Friends of Moon Library  n  Department of Environmental Studies

 Dr. Blum, a biophysical chemist is a visiting scholar at UC Berkeley’s depart-
ment of chemistry. She is author of Annapurna: A Woman’s Place and Breaking 
Trail: A Climbing Life. She is also a leader of the campaign to reduce the use of 
unneeded and toxic flame retardant chemicals.
 Blum’s research contributed to the regulation of two cancer-causing flame 
retardants used in children’s sleepwear in the 1970s, and prevented unnecessary 
flammability standards that would have led to the use of hundreds of millions of 
pounds of persistent toxic chemicals each year.
 Dr. Blum was selected by the National Women’s History Project as one of 
100 “Women Taking the Lead to Save Our Planet.”
 Dr. Blum has played a groundbreaking role in women’s mountaineering. 
She led the first American—and all-women’s—ascent of Annapurna I, as well 
as the first women’s team up Mt. McKinley.

www.esf.edu/womenscaucus


